
 
2020 – 2021 Reopening Strategies and Update 

Dear St. Anthony of Padua Families,  

With the upcoming school year approaching and the release of Reopening Plans by other districts and schools, we want 

to take this opportunity to share with families known elements of our Reopening Plan. We understand the desire of 

families to know what lies ahead for the upcoming school year, so we will release information as soon as possible and 

will release a finalized plan on August 1st.    

At St. Anthony, we have created a Restart Team that is addressing specific components of our Restart Plan in alignment 

with guidelines set forth by state and local agencies. Extending beyond the guidelines the team is also addressing areas 

of Catholicity, Curriculum, and Instruction. Our goal is to devise a plan that can be adapted to the ever-changing 

landscape of reopening schools during a health crisis while maintaining our Catholic Identity and the health and safety of 

students and staff. In addition, we understand that our plan must compile strategies that would help reduce the need 

for school closure, which is why strategies within our plan are intended to preserve the health and safety of 

stakeholders and allow us to be fully operational. A more detailed version of our plans will be available to all families.  

Learning Models Currently, we are offering On-Campus Learning and Remote Learning. Families will have the 
opportunity to choose which model they would like for each quarter. A formal decision will be 
required, and a form will be provided as we move closer to the start of the school year. More 
information will be presented to families prior to the need for a decision.  
 

Catholic Identity Our Catholic values and faith-based teachings define our existence as school, serving as the 
foundation for life-long spiritual development. Our Catholic beliefs and values will be integrated 
to both learning models for the upcoming school year.  
 

Mass Participation  To start the year, students will not be going to the church for Mass. Mass will be broadcast to 
their classrooms through our closed-circuit cable station. We will share more specific details 
regarding Mass and other Traditions, typically held in the Church, as they are available.   
 

Health and 
Wellness 

Prior to coming to school, parents shall conduct a health check and keep their child home if they 
have any of the symptoms:  
- Fever over 100 degrees 
- Chills 
- Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
- Fatigue 
- Muscle or body aches 
- Headache 
- Loss of taste or smell 
- Sore throat 
- Congestion or runny nose 
- Nausea or vomiting  
- Diarrhea 
 



Temperature 
Checks 

Daily temperature checks will take place for students and staff. All students’ temperatures will 
be checked daily before exiting their car at arrival.  Any student with a fever of 100 degrees or 
higher will not be permitted to exit their vehicle and will have to return home for that school 
day. Students arriving on buses will also require a temperature check.  
 
A student who develops a fever over 100 degrees at school will be immediately directed to an 
isolation room while waiting to be picked-up from school. The student will be isolated from all 
others with exception to the staff member designated to monitor and care for the students until 
they go home.   
 

Hand Washing 
and Sanitizing 

Hand sanitizer dispensers are being installed throughout the building: classrooms, hallways, 
entryways.  Students will follow a schedule of frequent and routine hand washing and sanitizing 
throughout the school day. 
 

Classroom and 
Building 
Disinfecting 

High-contact areas and surfaces will be disinfected regularly throughout the day, and increased 
cleaning and disinfecting will take place in all classrooms, hallways, bathrooms, and staff rooms.  
Routines of hand washing and sanitizing, along with the sanitizing of desks and other classroom 
materials, will be implemented at transition times throughout the school day. Each area of the 
building will be disinfected nightly and between uses. The school is vetting electrostatic mist 
machines to assist in the daily disinfection routine.   
 

Physical 
Distancing  

We are able to adhere to the guidelines set forth by the American Academy of Pediatrics with a 
physical distance of 3-6 feet between students in all our classrooms and education spaces.  Our 
goal is to limit time with other students outside of their classroom unit. Where possible, teachers 
will move between classrooms instead of students.  In times when physical distancing is limited, 
students will maintain another layer of protection such as partitions or face coverings.  
 
All students will attend lunch and recess with procedural changes. Schedules and seating for the 
cafeteria are being adjusted to accommodate physical distancing.  Also, schedules are being 
adjusted to minimize congestion and foot traffic through the building.  
 
Students in Kindergarten through Grade 5, they will remain with their classroom units 
throughout the school day with minimal travel through the hallways. Teachers will move 
between rooms with exception to physical education, art, and computer.  
 
For students in grades 6-8, teachers will move between classrooms where possible.  However, 
certain subjects will require students to move to a different classroom. Students will stay 
together as a class. Sanitizing desks and materials between classes will take place, and students 
and staff will wash and/or sanitize their hands upon entering all classrooms. Schedules are being 
altered reduce the number of students in the hallway at one time. Students will be permitted to 
use their lockers; however, access will be limited and staggered to ensure physical distancing in 
the classrooms. 
 

Building Signs and 
Visual Cues 

Signage and visual cues will be posted throughout the building and on school grounds, outlining 
proper physical distancing and hand washing/ sanitizing protocols.  
 

Ventilation and 
Air Circulation 

Classroom doors and windows will be kept open to allow for air flow and circulation. Once cooler 
weather arrives, windows will remain slightly opened. Fans will be utilized, and consideration of 
air flow will be advised.  
 
We are blessed with spacious school grounds to allow for classes to be held outdoors whenever 
possible, and teachers will be encouraged to do so. 
 



Face Coverings  Teachers and staff are required to wear face coverings 100% of the time.  
 
Facial coverings that cover the nose and the mouth, either a face mask or a face shield, will be 
required for all students entering the school and traveling in the hallways.  
 
Students in Kindergarten through 2nd grade will be provided a face shield for the classroom that 
stays at school. They will still be required to wear a face covering entering the building and while 
traveling the hallways.  
 
Students in grades 3-8 are required to wear a facial covering during the school day. Students 
unable to wear masks, will be required to provide their own face shield.   
 
Facial coverings will be required at recess and lunch, and regular breaks from facial coverings will 
be given throughout the day when it can be done safely, maintaining other layers of protection.  
 
Depending on the policy specified by the transportation department, students travelling by bus 
may also be required to wear a mask while transporting from home to school.  
 
Parents and visitors in the building will be extremely limited to absolute need. Any person 
entering the building will be required wear a face covering.  
 

Lunch and Recess Students will continue to eat lunch in the lunchroom.  Tables will be sanitized before and after 
lunch, and in between uses.  Hand washing/sanitizing will also take place before and after each 
lunch period. The number of classes eating at one time will be reduced to maximize social 
distancing.  
 
Recess will continue to take place outdoors, weather permitting.  Each classroom unit will have 
their own outdoor space to ensure safe, physical distancing and not interact with students from 
other classes.  
 
Students will wash/sanitize their hands upon entry back into the building.  
 

Physical Education 
and Specials  

Students will wear their Physical Education uniforms to school on scheduled gym days. 
 
All students will continue to participate in their special courses for the school year.  Classroom 
adjustments and instruction will be made according to physical distancing guidelines. Large 
classes will be split, and teachers will travel to classrooms when possible.  
 

Visitors and 
Events 

At this time, no visitors will be allowed into the building. We will provide other means for 
families to drop off items at school that without entering the building. If there is a need for 
entering the building, a face covering will be required.  
 
Events and large gathering will not occur for this school year. We will be creative in our approach 
to engage families, but we are restricting coming together as a large group.  
 

Arrival and 
Dismissal  

Changes have been made to our arrival and dismissal procedures to accommodate safety 
guidelines. For this upcoming year, both arrival and dismissal will occur on the south side of the 
building. We will provide families with instruction and more details in our finalized plan.  
 

Before and After-
Care 

We will be offering Before-School Care and After-School Care. We have adjusted the location of 
Before-School Care to the school gym to allow for greater social distancing. We are in the 
process of identifying the appropriate changes for the After-School Care Program.  
 

 


